CHAPTER IV
EARLY OFFICIAL AND LITERARY  CAREER

On the 28th September 1871, Romesh Chunder Dutt
was appointed Assistant Magistrate of Alipur. Thus began
an experiment which, with one solitary exception, namely
that of Satyendra Nath Tagore who had entered the Indian
Civil Service earlier, had no precedent. It was an experi-
ment not only in the sphere of British administration in
India, but in the entire field of Indo-British relationship.
There were genuine doubts among British administrators,
born no doubt of a deep-seated prejudice against a conque-
red race, if any Indian, however well-educated and talented,
could be competent enough to shoulder the responsibilities
of higher administration which had hitherto been discharged
by their own countrymen. This doubt, however ill-
lounded, was genuine enough, but it was not the sole reason
for the hesitation to admit Indians to> the higher levels of
the Civil Service. There were at least two other reasons,
more fundamental and, from the point of view of the then
rulers, perhaps more important. There was a reluctance,
equally deep-rooted, to admit any Indian to a position of
authority in spheres in which members of the ruling nation
came in contact with the administration. An instance of this
was quoted by Sir William Hunter in his speech in the
Indian Council in March 1883 when he said:

"On the 17th January last, a native civilian was, in the
ordinary course, appointed Joint Magistrate, with powers
of a Magistrate of the first class, at the important station
of Dacca. On the 23rd January, he received a letter from
the Secretary to the Bengal Government, cancelling the